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Pritish Sa

ilors Find

Food for Blockaders in

Great Herds
of Cattlethat Are
Seized Around
Saloniki Despite
Greeks Protest.

HE business of foraging for
foodd In war time Is ordi-
narily supposed to be part of
a soldier's work, to be the
necessary dutles of land
forcea advancing Into a new
country, and obliged, be-
cause of the difficulties of

i obtainlng provislena, to help

themselves to the provender
of the country In which they are operating.
But to think of naval forces as engaged In the
game sort of work Is not only highly unusual,
but rarely ever done.

This curious anomaly, however, has coma out
of the present great war. The Britlsh flect
which has been blockading tha Aegean waters
has done just this very thing. Far from I3
bases, the fleet has been obliged to ilve off the
country. And the Greeks, neutrals, are sufler-
ing for It

Around Salonikl cattle ralsing Is one of the
extensive occupations of the Greek land owners.
And it his been upon thesa cattle that the
sallors of the fleet have been lIving for smome
time past Foraging expeditions have been
golng ashore, and, coming upon a herd of lkely-
looking ecattle, compelling the owner to drive
ther: to the coast, where they are slaughtered
and taken aboard the ships, to bs quartered
and caten In the ships' mess. As for payment
for the cattie—well, that may come later, and
agaln It may not

Quite natural It Is that the natives =hould
resent such usurpation as another of tha
entente allles’ offensive acts to Greek neu-
trality. The Government of Greece, however,
18 not in n positlon to opposa these acts with
sufficlent force to galn anything by armed
measures. Sut the peopls are not so calm,
They, individually, have mads the work of the
fornging expeditions not only unpleasant, but
extremely hazardous.

The resentment of the Greaks has been grow-
ing with each new herd of cattle selzed. Tha
pallors have been encountering & more deter-
mined opposition, and, In fnct, have, In somas
cases, returned, not only without cattle, but
without one or two members of the party,

The country is just the kind to afford the
native ample opportunity to imperil the foragers
and te make their Incursions fraught with
potential danger. Many accounts of the resist-
ance of the natives have been told, but the ex-
perience of Robert Alexander Carter of the

roval navy Is probably as close n call as anjy
slngle-handed fighter In the foraging expedition
has had, Attacked treache sy In the night
by the man who=e roof wWas ng him, he
escaped death only by the quickness of his
hand and mind, and returned to his friends
with his arm hopelessly shattered

Ths foroging coxpeditions h

a4 twice gono

ashore, and each time had und » cattle
The natives were bland, very bland. They did

not know where there wers any cattle, tha
English had talien them all, the Greelis ex-
plained. But the siallors wers not to be de-
celved by the subtieties of the land In
the obviously felgned ativen
the British caught the hidden challenge How
to take up that c¢hallenge was & problem of
some difficulty.

Curter was selected for the efort A young

fellow, only 28 sears of age, he had a varlovs
experience in life. Je was a good shot, a good
fencer, could ride well and was geperally the
typs of man, a =zort of cosmaopolitin., upon
whom dependence could be placed for such an
enterprise.
Y Garter left Saloniki and started for the army
by a route which had not been before traveled
by the Britlsh forceas It was a lenger routa
and not 8o eazy (o uUsc This course would
bring Carter throuegli o new country &and give
him ample opportunity to survey a section of
»orthern Greece heretofore unfamiliar to the
Hritish It any cattle wers there, certainly
they would have boen driven Into thls unfre-
quented eectlon of Lthe couniry to socure them
agninat English foraging

He rode for twa dayvs on his reconnoltering
expedition, without seecing any of the signs
that he had been sont to find. An oceasional
pensant's home along tho Wiy and o few of the
peasanty working In the teld were the only
manifestaticns he found that the country wias
inhablited.

The first night he ate and slept with one ol
the natives. The people of the country eoomed
not B0 bitter ngainst the army as they wera
towards the men of the navy. The army had
been supplled largely with the things it needed,
and besides was so far away that it could
hardly affect the people along Carter's journey
With tho navy it was different. Time and again
the siallors had como a day or two days’ dis-
tance and scoured the land of its cattle.

Carter's second night waua passed in the samae
manner that the flrst one went Continuing
on his way the third morning, he saw what
seemed to him from the distance he was riding
1o be s herd of cuttle. They were off far from
tha road, and he was obliged to cut Into the
country in order to get ncar enodgh to do the
work of his mission.

It was shortly past neon befars he finally
came upon the cattle. He made a few notes
of the route ha took across country, and wouas
estimating the number of tha herd when he
suddenly became aware that he was being
watched by two of tha natlves., Felgning In-
difference, lie #tarted off on n long try for tha
road he had left some time befora

The Greeks, however, detoured behind 8 mall
hill, and. when he had almost attained the rond
egnin, presented themsolves before him, Thare
were only two of them, apparently father and
son, &8 thes lleutenant judged from the differ-
ences {n thelr ages. The son, for so he later

norance of thoe

“Carter sprang af the Greek.”

the relation of the two.
Youth of about twenty-five Years,
and the pleturs of desperate hostility
wasx the older man.
he neverthicless posseased n crafty #iv
oll friendliness, and, Cuarier noted, exCeption=

made ip the remaining hours
vernd the hospitality of

cut could nol

, plder pian rode ahead,

The Englishman
friendly & tone asg ho could,
the older of the two men
kood Engliah,
assumed missfon, explaining his presence in tha

length of time

taken what scemed o him a ghort cours
The man was very friendly, offering o show

him a way by which he could save Carter liked the man's friendliness,

not evercome his hidden, almost premonitional,
fiellng that the old fellow was only covering
his cunning with apparent warmth for the Eng-
lish Conseguently) the =allor remained on
guard, although the two hours' rlde almost
yerved to remove his foars

Foward sunset the party drew near a seclnded
Ittle cottage among the rocks and trees. They
dismounted, the boy led the horses around to
the rear. and to the old woman at the door the
CGireck spoke In his native tongue, and goon she
wns bustling over the evening meal with an
sagernesy which further disarmed Carter's sus-
plelons. The three ate the meal Carter and
the lord of the houehold carrymng on a conver-
sation about the war and America, while the
son and the mother talked earnestly, and, much
te Carter's uneasiness, In the langunge. which
was, of coursoe, utterly wunintelligible to the
Enclishmarn. Oceaslonally the father would bhe
addressed and he would reply shortly and go on
with his talk with Carter

Thers wera only thres rooms in the cottage,
two hesldes the room . in which the eating anil
cooking was done. One of the Tooms was used
by the parents, the other by the son. Carter
was glven the son's room

Upon preparing for the night, as a precaution,
Carter, when alone, changed the ULed to the
other slde of the room and placed the rude chalr
before the room's only door, so that anyonas
entering would, {f unnwara that the chalr was
there, stumble over It and awaken the slesper.
Carter placed his ravolver hanay and dropped
off to sleep in his uniform. The bed could
hardlr be dignifled by the term. It was only a
great bag, filled with straw and dropped down
on the floor., However, It was not Carter's
first experience with sleeping quarters unllke
thosas of hls Sussex horne

The serenity of night soon settled down; the
nearly spent moon of late In the month aross
after midnight. Carter slept on. The door of
the room openzd slowly, cautiously Two fig-
uvres entered the sleeping man’s chamber, a2p-
proaching foot by feot—inch by inch. Suddenly
the firat one pushed against the chalr, which
fell ovar with & crash. Sllence énsuen, Huc
the nolse had served its purpoze

For n minute Carter lny awake without mov-
ing or making a sound Nelther did any sound
come from the other two belngs, whom Carter
knew to ba crouched behind the overturned
chalr. Then the lisutéenant agnin sen=sd the
movementa of the two figures. Slowly they
crept over the Noor whers the son's bed should
te. The room was nlmost dark. Except for a
Ut e shaft of moonlight, it would have been
abtrolutely so. From the far side of the room
Carter could just discern the two crouching
fgures.

Suddenly the two Intruders gave a lunge ot
the place whers Carter should have been sleap-
Ing and planted thelr knives deep ints the floor
as they had Intendod to plant them in the sleep-
ing man.

From the floor neross the room, Carters re-
valver flaghed out twice There wis a scream
and & heavy Louv fell asalns=t the now entirely
alert Englishiman, But with the body's fall Ltha
fun had been fnocked fromm Carter's hapd. in
the durk liv kneve It would be impossibie to
recaver his weapsn. He must rely then on the
long knife he earred

Sfomewhere In the room he knew there was
another man, & moria; criemy, a'so armed w.ih
n knife.  Nulther ¢onld male out the Torm af

the olbar Both creaclwd, walling ‘o sprioc
Then tho lilexn varter which saveld lus
life e kaoew he wea near *he overturiud
ehair. 1eaching around cautionsly., he found
It, and, seiging it. o threw it into the light
whiclh penstrated (Lintly through ‘he windoew
Quick as a flash the Greek started, and, al-

though It was too late, tried to drop back again
out of the falnt ras Carter had found bim
and 4Yprang vnerrisgly upon him

Tha twa 1 non denth struggla
Yeforo Carter coulidl cateh the knie arm of hia

ATaallt the ©ireik Sad Inflicted a gash the
length of Carter's arm They closed togethsr,
ench with n grip upen the other's knife, each

fighting 1o trce his arm that he might strike
with Iils ewn knife Back and forth they
swayed before the window and (ts little streak
of light For what =cemed an interminalie

length of time they held one anather, eid
impotent (o harm his opponént

Carter realized thoa futility of such an e
hausting and desperate struggle. Ha saw thit
a quiek termination must come If he ever exe
pected to escape. The women he supposad had
gone to summon others of the tribe at the
sound of the shots 1n this he was right, Evea
then the kKinsmen of his enemy were coming

Carter had been accredited ns the best wres
tler of his class at the naval training schook
and it suddenly occured to him to utilize some
of his tricks In the terrible combat he was ede
gaged In. Without lopsening his hold on his
opponent—and without frecing himself from the
grasp of the Gresk—he slid out his foot untl
he had It in the precisa position. A suddes
push and the mnative lost his balance. Th8
moment he relaxed Carter was free, and through
the window to the open feld

He ran Immediately for tha horses, but just
As he was about to spring Into the saddle of
his mount he heard the galloping trihesmed
coming out of the distance. To leap en tea
horse and try to ride away would have beaa
fatal. Besides, Carter knew he was not well
cnough acquainted with the land for that. And
o walt there would Have been equally hazard:
ous.

Loading out his horse, he lashed the animd
unmereifully until it leaped away at & gallox
Dropping behind a bush, he saw the man b8
had been grappling with emerge from the
window, knife in hind, Upon hearing the bet
of Carter's horse. the Greek leaped upon B4
own, and, with a shout to the approachitd
horsemen, started In hot purault.

The others galloped up and on after B4
young Greek and his supposed QquarrTy Cartt
dld not know that one of them had m,mounl“
and gone Into the housa, From his Hocluslull“
was too far to observa that. When the ofadF
ing of the galloping horkes had receded into tb
distance Carter ventured forth. There
still left one horse, he thought. His own L
had driven nway. The young Greek had ok
lowed the riderless horse upon his own aal
And the fathers mount should still Temd®
This horse Carter found, but he waa troubled
to note that another was there, too.

Dismigsing the worry engendaered by the oo
discovery, he mountad his vietim's wiry it
animal and turned full speed (n the diractlo?
the encamped army—opposite the way in #4
the pursult had gone after his lone horse

Then It was that he lexrned what the exird
horse meant, for In a moment he heard
pur=ulng beat of the other mount, the hortd
which belonged to the Greek who had &
mounted and entered the house L

However, Carter's dianger was not and®
When the Greek saw he was being oudls*
tanced he Dewin to Nre after the foeing shade®
With & eolneldence xtran=cr than flction off"
the half dozon =l toak ofMert=in 0
which had been slasbed the Crvitn =
Dizzy and wenl. Curter contipusd Morn!

and Carter still puahed on uver the
f
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